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Free culture, Free data



  

Why collect data ?



  

What's happening right now



  

Irc Snapshot



  

Is the community healthy?



  

http://s.wsj.net/public/resources/images/P1
-AS615A_WIKI1_NS_20091122182426.gif



  

We have a very passionate community that 
constantly wants to re-evaluate how well any one 

component is working. 



  

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:2010-07-
11-gdansk-by-RalfR-183.JPG



  

So what do we use?



  

Some of our Datasets and Tools

● XML Snapshots
● Stats Portal

● Monthly report cards

● Raw page view stats
● API
● Open Web Analytics
● Fundraising
● comScore



  

Data sets currently available



  

XML Snapshots



  

XML Snapshots



  

API



  

Tool Server

Full replica of Wikimedia project databases



  

Tool Server



  

What happens when you start putting some of this 
data together ...



  

Monthly Report Cards



  

Reports continued 



  

But what about non page view stats ...



  

Fundraising



  

500,000 transactions, 500 banners, and 1200 
landing pages 



  

But sometimes our data collectors aren't ready for 
prime time



  

Open Web Analytics



  



  

How do we collect data?



  

Listening to web traffic ....



  

udp2log

● Unicast/Multicast based log collector
● All Squid nodes forward their page requests to 

a central logging host
● Data files are logged locally and are parsed 

depending on what their use will be.



  

But you can only get so much out of listening to 
web traffic



  

Open Web Analytics



  

Open Web Analytics

● GPL
● Javascript based data collector
● MediaWiki extension
● Highly scalable

● Asynchronous event handling

● Plugin architecture



  

We value privacy and openness



  

When a page is edited by a logged-in editor, 
the server confidentially stores related IP 

information for a limited period of time. This 
information is automatically deleted after a set 

period. For editors who do not log in, the IP 
address used is publicly and permanently 
credited as the author of the edit. It may be 

possible for a third party to identify the author 
from this IP address in conjunction with other 

information available.



  

“Our philosophy is to publish everything that we 
can, and if can't publish it then we get rid of it.”



  

So what's next ...



  

Extending Open Web Analytics

● I18n translation
● Robust MediaWiki extension API
● Summary tables
● Role based data views
● ...



  

Improving XML Snapshots

● http://tinyurl.com/64lu3v9
● Image Snapshots
● HTML Snapshots
● Run status updates
● Better error checking
● ...



  

Taking pointers from similar 
institutions ..



  

“We protect each library user's right to privacy and 
confidentiality with respect to information sought 
or received and resources consulted, borrowed, 

acquired or transmitted."

- Code of Ethics of the American Library 
Association



  

Tomasz Finc - tomasz@wikimedia.org

~

www.wikimediafoundation.org

http://wikitech.wikimedia.org/view/Presentations
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